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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JUMP Spring 
Fundraising Concert

Saturday May 29, 2010
8:00 PM

Christ Episcopal Church
(120 W. High St.)

Doors open at 7:00 PM

Join us for an evening of music, dance & art 
as we celebrate the first year of Jump! 

Tickets are FREE and 
donations will be collected.

Saturday,
June 19th

Father’s 
Day 
Festival 
More info inside...

Early Bidding for 

Silent Auction going 

on NOW on our 
Web site!

The school year is winding down again, and summer will be here before we know it.  With 
summer, comes the start  of several different programs for our students.  For those that have 

just completed K-4th grade, we will have a program the week the kids get out of school (June 
14 – June 18) from 8am – 4pm.  For 
rising 1st-4th graders, we will have an 
all-day summer camp the first week 
in August (August 2 – August 6).   
 
For the rising 5th – 7th grade girls 
and boys, we will have a month-
long summer camp from June 21-
July 22.  This camp will be Monday-
Thursday, from 9:00 to 1 for the girls 
and from 8:30-1:30 for the boys. 
 
The Teens at Work Program is a six-
week program from June 21-July 30 
for 13-14 year old boys and girls.  They 
will receive pre-vocational training 
and will have an opportunity to apply 
that training at a job for the last three 
weeks of the program.  The students 
will earn a small stipend for their work. 

We are in need of volunteers for the  
just completed K-4th grade summer 
program, rising 1st-4th grade summer 
camp, and for the rising 5th-7th grade 
programs. For the  program the week 
of June 14, we will need volunteers to 
help with activities  by coming for half or full days.  We would also like volunteers to set up and run 
the daily store.  For the  rising 1st-4th grade summer camp the first week in August, we will need 
a camp nurse (Mon – Thurs), lunch time helpers (Mon – Thurs), volunteers to make cookies or 
brownies for our packed lunches on Friday, and lots of counselors (around 20). We also need a number 
of volunteers (up to 10) to help with the academic portion of the camp in the mornings and/or to 
teach lessons and memory verses in the afternoon. The rising 5th-7th grade girls and boys programs 
could each use 2 or 3 volunteers to help out daily.  If you are interested in volunteering for any of 
these needs, please contact Martha at Martha@charlottesvilleabundantlife.org or at 970-2016.§

Summer Programs
By:Martha Montague

Summer Volunteer 
Opportunities :

  • Just completed K-4th Grade Program, 
  June 14-18, 8 AM-5 PM. Needs include   
  helping with activities & setting up store 
  daily, & teaching kids to fish on Friday.

  • Rising 5th-7th Grade Boys & Girls
  Program, June 21-July 22, Mon.-Thurs.   
  Mornings. Needs include weekly guest    
  speakers to lead crafts or discussions & 
  daily volunteers.

  • Rising 1st-4th Summer Camp, August   
  2-6, 8 AM-5 PM.  Needs include teen or 
  college age counselors, a camp nurse, 
  fixing lunches & leading academic &/or 
  Bible lessons.

  • Father’s Day Festival, Saturday, June   
  19th. Needs include volunteers for 5K, 
  selling tickets or concessions, kids’ 
  art & creating caricatures & balloon art.  

   Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries
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When I began volunteering with Abundant Life in 
the Walker tutoring program, I wasn’t good at it 

and quit after several weeks. Feeling terrible, I came back 
the next semester and asked for another chance. I had the 
great fortune, though I didn’t realize it at the time, of being 
paired with Anthony, a 5th grader.  He wasn’t very excited 
about being tutored, and I wasn’t very good at tutoring 
him, but we kept coming back week after week. By the 
next semester, Anthony and I were interacting in different 
roles than before.  I had become a leader in 5/8, and  for the 
next three years I was able to deepen my relationship with 
Anthony and the other middle schoolers through it every 
Monday. Then I moved up with Anthony and the other 
8th graders as they started attending CHS Young Life. 
     Hanging out with the boys on Mondays was one of the 
highlights of my week. Looking back though, for most of 
that time, I was unwilling to engage with them on a level 
deep enough to truly learn who they were. The simple fact 
was that I didn’t spend enough time with them in places 
they felt  were “theirs.” Sure, I hung out with them every 
Monday at Trinity Church and other days we would go 
out to eat or hang out at my apartment, but I didn’t visit 
their homes or meet them to play basketball where their 
friends were playing. “You all can hang out with me” 
was the message my actions were sending, “but only on 
my turf. You have to be like me for us to be friends.”
     This attitude hurt my ability to have genuine relationships 
with the boys, but YMCA basketball changed that. My 
final year of 5/8, I signed on as the team’s assistant coach.  
Despite the fact that we never won a game (though we did 
get to overtime once!),  I wouldn’t trade it for anything. The 
head coach, Vaughn, was an all-star volunteer who lived in 
Prospect with most of the boys. For the first time, I was the 
one who didn’t seem to belong. It was my turn to be the 
minority, and as a white guy who grew up in Falls Church and 
then went to UVA, that’s an experience I hadn’t had much. 
As the volunteer, it’s so easy to fall into the trap that the way 

I do things is right and I need to make the kids more like me. 
At basketball practice I watched as Vaughn engaged  the 
boys on their own terms, usually by just kidding around, and 
how that caused them to open up more than my attempts to 
have “serious” discussions about middle school hardships.
    While it’s a little unfortunate that it took me four years to 

figure out how to really 
connect with this great 
group of kids, I can’t 
think of much I learned 
at UVA that were more 
valuable than this. As 
I’m graduating and 
beginning my career 
as a new teacher, I 

need to take the “make the kids more like me” stand of 
thinking out of my worldview.  I need to do whatever is 
best for these kids in their situation. For that to work, I 
need to know who these kids truly are and where they come 
from, and I can’t do that from afar. It only took me four 
years and a winless basketball season to figure that out.§ 

On March 7th-12th, CALM welcomed 17 current UVa 
students for our annual Abundant Life Spring Break 

Project. These students gave up their Spring Break to 
serve and learn from their neighbors in Prospect. A typical 
day involved morning service projects, such as helping 
maintain our properties and assisting neighbors with yard 
work, mid-afternoon devotionals, after-school tutoring at 
Johnson, playing at the playground with neighborhood 
kids, and an evening discussion on topics such as living in 
community.   
        Students learned the history of CALM and the 
neighborhood, but also experienced first hand the work 
God is doing there. Hands down, their favorite part of 
the trip was getting to know and play with the kids, 
from hearing wisdom that Jesus speaks through young 
hearts to seeing the excitement on their faces at tutoring 
just by “simply being there.” As the week continued, 
these students were stretched to think deeper about their 
community beyond UVa and what that means in terms of 
God’s call on our lives as servants to His people. 
        As Spring Break-er Rachel Hopkins discovered, 
“God really showed me the importance of long 
term interactions and relationships...I witnessed the 
relationships between the Abundant Life staff and the 
kids and saw how beautiful these were.” 
    This trip was an opportunity for CALM, our 
neighborhood and these students’ hearts to be moved 
by the Spirit in a way that goes far beyond one week.   

    First-time Spring Break-er Thomas Ochs put it best: 
“Abundant Life operates in my backyard. I am not able to 
compartmentalize this trip into a ‘one-week experience.’ 
Instead, it becomes a realization and an eye-opener. If I 
choose to, and I am trying to, I can become a  permanent 
part of these kids’  lives. God calls us to love, and  I feel the 
love of God through me for them.”§
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Saturday, June 19th
5K Run Walk

at Newcomb Plaza 
8 AM

Community 
Worship Service

at The Haven 
10 AM-12 PM

Silent Auction
at Fellini’s 

12-5 PM

Kid’s Activities
Bungee Run, Face 
painting, Moonbounces 
at Lee Park and 
Downtown 
12-6 PM

Poetry Jam
Live Music 
at Fellini’s, Miller’s and 
Rapture

Visit www.charlottesvilleabundantlife.org to view 
band schedule, ticket info, download 5K registration 
forms and bid in our silent auction. For more info 
or to volunteer, call 970-2016 or email 
Jeannie@charlottesvilleabundantlife.org.

Thank You Volunteers!
By: Andrew Morrissett

Spring Break Project By: Jeannie Adler

On a beautiful Friday afternoon in April, CALM held 
its annual Volunteer Appreciation Picnic at Trinity 

Presbyterian. The event was in honor of all our incredible 
volunteers who truly make CALM’s work in the Fifeville 
community possible. Over 120 volunteers from the 
University and community attended, representing tutoring 
programs, evening clubs, and larger events like Martin Luther 
King Day. The honored guests enjoyed hors d’oeuvres, a 
catered meal, great weather and good fellowship with fellow 
volunteers and staff. Before the evening’s festivities were 
completed, CALM staff took time to specially acknowledge 
those volunteers who have shown an ‘over and above’ 
commitment for several years, including several UVa fourth 
year students. Also, several tutors brought their students to the 
picnic, providing a fun, if not pleasantly chaotic atmosphere. 
“It was cool to see the wide range of support/volunteers 
the ministry has and have everyone together in one place,” 
shared Arin Noble, a Christmas Banquet coordinator. 
    Overall, the volunteers enjoyed themselves and got a 
glimpse at how much we value their service to Fifeville/
Prospect families and kids. It was a pleasure to host this 
picnic for our volunteers, even though it was too small an 
event to represent how much we rely on and appreciate 
our volunteers. Our volunteers are not only a tremendous 
blessing, but are essential to CALM’s ministry in the 
Fifeville area. THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!§

Spring Break-ers gearing up the kids for a kickball game at Blue 
Ridge Commons. Blue Ridge Commons was one of three after-school  
sites the UVa students volunteered during the week.
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 “As the volunteer, it’s so 
easy to fall into the trap 

that the way I do things is 
right and I need to make 

the kids
more like me.”

It Only Took Me Four Years... By: Chad O’Hara


