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" week, Mo Iyrl‘/vorklng through homework or‘ﬁ'parmg fOr upcom-
ing tests, butall the while building a relationship of trust confi-
dence, and mutual respect. Following the example of many others,
| took advantage of extra time here and there, treating the boys to
bowling, ice cream, the movies. Even when they both moved on
to high school I had chances to watch one of them play baseball at
CHS. In a time of turmoil for one of them, | had the chance to take
him to the gym with me where we burned off some steam working
out against a punching bag and then shootin” some hoops. How-
ever, my experience is not particularly unique. There have been

many that have come before me that have blazed similar trails and there are many that will come after me that will have
a deeper impact and harvest greater fruit than | could have imagined. This is the power of CALM here in Charlottesville.
The heart of Abundant Life is one of perseverance and presence. It is here to stay. The example of so many others has
been the inspiration that kept me in the race when I’ve been worn down and have come close to losing hope. Those that
today sacrifice afternoons to pour into students’ lives, those that live in and invest in the community itself, these are the
ones that will continue to inspire the future hands and feet of Christ in Charlottesville. If not for those that came before
me, | would not have had the opportunity to see the redemption that comes from not just months, but years of investment
in the development of a young soul. It is my honor to share a story that hopefully will inspire some and encourage oth-
ers to persevere. The faithful presence of CALM and the sometimes seemingly fruitless hours spent on an often thankless
task have now become the bricks and mortar from which we are able to see the growth of new life, new community, and
new hope. Here in the City of Charlottesville, out of the brokenness of our world shines the light of opportunity for so
many that might otherwise be denied and with God’s grace it will continue to restore the brokenness of God’s glorious
Creation until He comes to bring it to Himself.

Thank You for Your Gifts and Prayers!

In December’s newsletter and by letter to many of our friends, we asked for prayer and
gifts to meet our year-end financial need. We want to report that our Lord blessed the
prayers of many, using giving by old and new friends to cover our year-end bills and
gave us a small cushion to start 2011. Of course, we always need financial supporters,
especially those who can give on a regular quarterly or monthly basis. And we always
covet more prayer supporters. Thank you for playing either or both of these roles as you
feel led in the ongoing support of our work.
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I would have to say overall that growing up in Prospect had its advantages. As an alternative to hanging out in the
streets doing negative things, | had a place to go to lead me in a positive direction. That’s where Abundant Life came into
the picture. | started going to Abundant Life when | was about 9 or 10 years old. Going to Gentlemen of Quality club,
or GQ as we called it, led me in the right direction. At GQ we had Bible study, games, and cool leaders that volunteered
their time to help us out. They gave us the right guidance to Christ, showing us a better way of life.

As time went on | kept up with Abundant Life. When | was in the 5th grade there was a new program | attended
through Abundant Life called 5/8. 5/8 is a program for 5th through 8th grade boys to learn life skills and the Bible. 5/8
was the main program that really led me to a right direction with all its leaders giving me advice, supporting me in every
event | did, whether it was a school event or a local event. | played on the 5/8 basketball team through Abundant Life and
the YMCA and for two years running, my teammates and | went to the championships and won.

Abundant Life gave me so much support in my life, giving me wisdom to where |1 now want to help out youth that
live in situations I did or worse. Giving back to my community is an ultimate goal of mine. | want to see my community
joined together and able to stand up to anything. | also want the people that live in Prospect to be able to live together in
peace and harmony. 1I’m trying to do my part.

Exploring the Beloved Community cont.

ous challenges to individuals and to a nation. This spirit was seen throughout the day as many sought to grapple with past
injustices as well as challenges that still confront us. This year’s theme was focused on race and education, and how the
interplay of these two will impact the future of our community and nation. While our middle and high school boys watched
a film about racial tensions in schools, Professor Renee Shackleford led an engaging adult discussion on the role of race in
the creation and present day function of our educational system. As the day progressed into night, our evening ceremony
found over a hundred children and adults in the Buford School auditorium, listening to Dr. Ed Botchwey, Professor of Bio-
medical Engineering at the University of Virginia. Dr. Botchwey shared about the challenges still facing African Americans
today, and the need for people to rise above fear to achieve their dreams.

In light of this continual struggle towards the Beloved Community, it is still appropriate to take a moment to cel-
ebrate how far we’ve come. After the traditional candlelit march through the neighborhood, we had an opportunity to honor
some community members who represent those glimpses of the Beloved Community. Seventh grader Alison Johnson was
given an award for her impressive academic work, while Martell Washington was recognized for his continued commit-
ment to the Prospect community. Hope Payne was given the Beloved Community Award as she has continuously and tire-
lessly given of herself to this community in many different capacities over the years. The 9th annual MLK Day celebration
ended in a way that was almost a microcosm of the hoped-for community, as hundreds of Prospect area residents, friends
and volunteers joined together around the table and enjoyed a meal. This unity and fellowship represents a small piece of

what we hope to find at the end of this journey... reconciliation, redemption and the Beloved Community. Page 3




