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MLK Jr. Day 2012
 by Will Luckett

On Monday, January 16th, the community of Fifeville came together to remember and honor the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. through a day of service and celebration. The day marked 
Abundant Life’s 10th Annual Fifeville MLK Day Celebration in the Prospect Avenue neighbor-

hood and was a great success in bringing residents, volunteers, and friends together to carry on Dr. King’s 
vision of a “Beloved Community” – one characterized by nonviolence, love, and redemption. By serving 
with one another and calling to mind the great dream of Dr. King, those present made huge steps toward 
bringing about real change and growth in their community and in our world. 
	 The	day	officially	began	at	Blue	Ridge	Commons,	where	all	were	invited	to	come	for	free	health	
screenings by AmeriCorps member Connie Trice. Meanwhile, a handful of middle school girls from IG 
Club and LQ Jr. volunteered at The Haven homeless day shelter for two hours in the morning. At noon, 
dozens gathered for lunch at the Boys & Girls Club, where attendees ate pizza while watching videos of 
Dr. King’s speeches and hearing stories from those who knew and marched with him. Following lunch, 
children and adults alike went throughout the neighborhood cleaning up litter on Prospect Avenue, Or-
angedale	Avenue,	and	Bailey	Road.	Charlottesville	news	media	were	on	hand	to	showcase	the	50+	volun-
teers collecting nearly 30 bags of trash! 
 Following the service project, there was a variety of activities for participants young and old, 
and all those in between. Kids worked on various craft projects, including a beautiful MLK Day banner, 

while adults watched a movie and participated in an acting workshop 
that demonstrated strategies to deal with unjust situations. Middle school 
boys	from	the	5/8	Club	watched	and	discussed	the	documentary,	“The	
Untold Story of Emmett Louis Till.” In the evening, community mem-
bers gathered for a candlelight march around the neighborhood in honor 

of all those who fought for civil rights and marched in support of 
Dr. King’s dream. The march was followed by a fun and moving 
ceremony that included songs by the First Baptist Children’s Choir, 
spoken word by Bernard Hankins, the presentation of community 
awards, and an incredibly inspiring speech by Ebony Walden that 

included original poetry. Following the ceremony, members 
of the community shared a delicious dinner provided by 
Mel’s	Diner	and	attendees,	and	served	by	the	5/8	boys.	
 The theme of the day was Invest in Your Dreams, 
and as our keynote speaker Ebony Walden so eloquently re-
minded us, “It is not only what you dream that is important, 
but what you do to make those dreams come true.” On this 
day of service and celebration, this community did a lot to 
turn their dreams – and Dr. King’s dream of a Beloved Com-
munity – into a reality.



The ministry has seen so much growth in our Walker Tutoring & Men-
toring program this year! Four years ago, we had 20 students enrolled 
in	our	5th	and	6th	grade	after	school	tutoring;	this	year,	we	have	over	

35	students	signed	up.	Our	program	focuses	on	working	with	volunteers,	par-
ents, and the school as a team to support our students. Because of this, we of-
ten seek partnerships with other organizations doing similar work. This is the 
third year of a partnership with Scholars and AVID at Walker. These programs 
work with students who have great potential, but maybe lack the resources 
and support necessary to make it to college. They teach students discipline 
and organization skills, and we provide them with one-on-one tutors for our 
students that are enrolled in both programs. This semester, we had 10 students 
that	received	tutoring	support	from	CALM	and	Scholars/AVID.
 On top of great partnerships, the tutors that we had last semester were 
so committed and encouraging to their students! But the fall semester was 
also disheartening at times—our volunteers were very few in number. We 
had so many kids whose parents signed them up for tutoring, but we lacked 
the	workers	to	fulfill	that	need.	I	don’t	want	to	make	us	sound	too	aggres-
sive, but we never stopped viciously hunting for new tutors. It’s probably 
why	my	friends	stopped	calling	me.	Still,	many	of	our	5th-6th	grade	students	
didn’t get to start in our tutoring program until well into the semester. Around 
Thanksgiving, a large group of volunteer students from Chi Alpha Christian 
Fellowship at UVA signed up for tutoring. We were so excited to get more 
kids plugged in! But by then, we only had a few weeks left before the Christ-
mas	Store.	This	January,	a	few	weeks	before	tutoring	at	Walker	began,	Rich-
ard,	Will	and	I	met	in	a	15-passenger	van	in	the	parking	lot	of	Charlottesville	
High School to discuss our plans for the upcoming semester during a brief 
moment’s rest in the middle of the week (welcome to an inside view of Char-
lottesville Abundant Life Ministries).  I remember saying, “I’m praying so 
hard that we can have every student signed up for at least one day of tutoring 
at the beginning of the semester.” To which one of the guys responded, “Well, 
I’m praying that we can have every kid tutored twice a week at the beginning 
of the semester!” I’m almost sure it was a half-joke. Please consider that we 
barely had all of our students signed up for one day of tutoring after all of our 
efforts that previous semester. Plus, we all kind of nervously giggled after that 
statement, at the idea of dreaming that big. But God took it seriously. 
 We are entering our third week of tutoring at Walker this semester, 
and we have so many volunteers that every girl is maxed out on days she is 
available for tutoring, and the numbers with boys are getting closer to that. 
We’re even signing up new students! We have about half of our tutors from 
last semester plugged back into our programs this semester. And there has 
been	a	flood	of	new	tutors	for	the	semester,	many	from	Chi	Alpha,	but	also	
from other groups that support our programs, such as Day in the Life. It is, 
in every sense of the word, phenomenal. We didn’t get more aggressive than 
our vicious hunt from last semester. And with all respect to my co-workers, 
I don’t think we got all that much smarter in a month. Nevertheless, we are 
seeing huge growth in our program. I think God knew what was going on. It 
was the perfect time for us to witness what Paul wrote the church in Ephesus: 
“Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond what we ask or think—ac-
cording to the power in you—to Him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever Amen. “ Our nervous prayers were 
answered, and we’ve been blown away. The ministry has a strong presence 
in the school, and we are able to continue to support other organizations well. 
What a huge blessing!Page 2

Walker Tutoring
 by Arley ArringtonM
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It was a Thursday afternoon in early September when the Trinity Fel-
lows	first	filtered	onto	the	small	playground	behind	Johnson	Elemen-
tary School. Some came eagerly, and within minutes of meeting, their 

student could be seen chasing their child around the monkey bars and up 
the	slide.	Others	approached	the	playground	more	tentatively;	fidgeting	
as they stood on the edge of the woodchip rectangle, they seemed a bit 
unwilling to enter in. As I watched the eager and the uncomfortable alike, 
I couldn’t help but wonder: should they all be required to participate?
	 In	the	past	five	months,	I	have	come	to	answer	that	question	with	
an emphatic “yes” as I have watched Fellows who do not share my innate 
love of children grow in their capacity to empathize and understand their 
students. And I have begun to see that the beauty of the Fellows Program, 
and its partnership with Abundant Life, lies in the way in which it com-
mits individuals to loving what Christ loves. The program requires that 
Fellows tutor with Abundant Life – not because they are “good” with 
kids or have any interest in teaching – but because Christ cares for these 
children, and thus they should as well.
 In his book, Desiring the Kingdom, James K. A. Smith argues 
that	“liturgy”	(a	term	he	broadly	defines	as	any	identity-forming	practice	
– from shopping to cooking to reading the Bible) fundamentally shapes 
our desires, which, in turn, molds our character. In short, Smith believes 
that what we do determines what we love, and what we love determines 
who we will become. 
 For the Trinity Fellows, tutoring at Abundant Life has become 
one of these “liturgies” – a sanctifying, identity-forming ritual that is 
slowly shaping them into men and women who love God and neighbor 
most.	Each	week,	they	are	learning	to	love	others	as	Christ	first	loved	us:	
by listening to their students with compassion, encouraging them in times 
of frustration, and disciplining them out of a spirit of love. Each week, 
they are learning to see their student as Christ sees us – with a redemp-
tive	vision	that	recognizes	great	beauty	in	great	brokenness	and	affirms	
the truth that we are all image-bearing sons and daughters of the living 
God. By simply sitting with their student, sharing a snack, helping with 
math-facts, and listening to a little bit of his or her life, these Fellows are 
becoming people who boldly enter the messiness of a broken world – not 
because they are innately-equipped to do so – but because they know that 
the	all-sufficient	God	of	Creation	goes	before	them,	enabling	and	empow-
ering them to do His good work. 
 In effect, the practices of the playground – and the discipline of 
actively stepping into the life of a child, week after week – are reorient-
ing these Fellows’ desires and teaching them what it means to be men 
and women of God. In effect, by entering into the chaos of that woodchip 
arena in order to pull back a swing or push a student down the slide, these 
Fellows are, in some minute way, enacting Christ’s incarnational love. 
Thus, for the Trinity Fellows, the Christian idea of paideia – or “training 
in righteousness – is perhaps more at work on the playground of Johnson 
Elementary	than	it	is	in	seminary	class;	and	perhaps	what	will	impact	
these Fellows most is not what they read in a textbook or discuss with 
their mentor, but rather what they do every Thursday afternoon.
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Abundant Life & the Trinity Fellows 
 by Abigail Hull
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Righteousness of  the Playground:
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

   I would like to help support &/or volunteer for
Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries (CALM).

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone ___________ Email: ____________________

Gift enclosed $__________________   Can we expect

regular gifts? ($$ / month or quarter)______________

I want to Volunteer; my preferred area of service is: 

___________________________________________

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Mail this form & gift to:   
CALM
P.O. Box 71
Charlottesville, VA 22902

To donate to CALM via CVC 
(for Va state employees), 

use code #3070

P.O. Box 71
Charlottesville, VA 22902
www.charlottesvilleabundantlife.org

Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries

PROGRAMS

Buford Tutoring
Walker Tutoring
CHS Tutoring

Johnson Tutoring
Ladies of Quality Jr
Ladies of Quallity Sr
Intelligent Girls Club

5/8	Club
Boys Discipleship

Fri. Afternoon Bible Club
(6-9 year olds)

Individual Development
Accounts (IDA)
Senior Solutions

Hispanic Outreach
Summer Camp

A special Valentine’s Day Lun-
cheon for Fifeville residents 
was hosted by Abundant Life 
with help from AmeriCorps 
members and Covenant 
Middle School students. 
Residents were treated to 
a healthy lunch, valentine-
themed bingo, homemade 
cookies and cupcakes, and 
a show of love and apprecia-
tion. Approximately 40 people 
participated in the event held 
at the 784 Prospect Avenue 
property.

Valentine’s Day Luncheon


