WAIVER STATEMENT – Sponsored vs. Unsponsored Activities

Only one waiver is needed per volunteer (even if you serve with several programs).

Ask a staff member if you have questions!  Then, sign and return attached waiver.

Part of our mission is to encourage caring friendships between the volunteers and participants we serve.  Many friendships form when volunteers participate in official, sponsored programs at our Family Center.  To protect both volunteers and program participants, we pay for liability insurance that covers our official programs and events.  

HOWEVER, this insurance protection is only in effect during official, sponsored CALM activities.

We cannot be responsible for everything that happens if and when volunteers and participants 

choose to get together outside of regular programming.
Thus, our insurance is not in effect at all times, in all places, 24 hours a day, seven days a week!

Un-official, un-sponsored, "off-site," friendship activities are not covered by our liability insurance.  These activities are optional -- you should use your own judgment about whether to participate. 
Official, sponsored activities occur as part of a regular, on‑site program held at the Abundant Life Family Center, or as part of an official, sponsored, and advertised, program‑related field trip. 
Examples: you tutor a child on Tuesday afternoon at the Family Center; you attend an official, advertised field trip with the Teen Station program; you teach a computer class at the Family Center.

Un-official, un-sponsored activities are not sponsored by Abundant Life Ministries and are not advertised as being Abundant Life’s activities.  Usually, these activities are not held at the Center.  Abundant Life Ministries may or may not even know about these activities; these are activities initiated by individuals acting on their own. 

Abundant Life cannot and does not assume liability or responsibility for what happens during unofficial activities.  These are optional activities that you decide to take part in. You can also decide not to take part in any unsponsored activities if you prefer. 

Examples: you invite kids you met at the tutoring program to go out for ice cream; you go bowling with a teenager you met through Teen Station; your family goes to dinner w/folks you taught at computer class.

Some suggestions:

We recommend you communicate clearly with parents (preferably in writing) if 

you invite children to unsponsored activities or events.  

Do not rely on children to be messengers –

They may forget to tell the parent, pretend they did so, or miscommunicate something. Talk directly to the parent or exchange written notes with them (preferable). You may want to give the parent your name and phone number as well as the name/phone number of where you are going and what time you will return.

Use your own good judgment regarding with whom you associate and which kinds of activities you do,

even if children try to pressure you to provide some kind of unofficial, unsponsored activity! 

Be smart about gender:  we strongly discourage one-on-one, unsponsored, unofficial activities between an adult man and a girl or between an adult female and a boy!  

Small groups are probably safer (more than one child and more than one adult) – children/teens feel more comfortable; adults have a helper if an emergency occurs; everyone has witnesses.
WAIVER SIGNATURE PAGE (Please return this page to Abundant Life).

I, _____________________________(volunteer’s name), have read Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries' Family Waiver Statement and I understand the difference between official, sponsored activities and unofficial, unsponsored activities.  

I further understand that Abundant Life is not liable for unofficial, unsponsored activities, if I choose to engage in such activities.  

I understand that I am free to choose not to participate in unofficial, unsponsored activities.  

If I do participate in unofficial, unsponsored activities, 

I understand that I will be doing so at my own risk.

I agree to release and hold harmless Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries for any and all claims that may arise from any unofficial, unsponsored activities in which I may choose to participate.  

Signature: _________________________     
Date: _______________

(Parent’s signature also required if volunteer is under age 18 – see below)

Extra Section For Volunteers Who Are Under Age 18: 

If I am a volunteer who is under the age of 18, my parent, _____________________, also has read Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries' Volunteer Waiver Statement and is signing below to indicate that he/she agrees to release and hold harmless Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries for any and all claims that may arise from any unofficial, unsponsored activities in which I participate.  

Parent’s Signature: __________________________  
Date: ____________

